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April 20, 1995
UM HOSTS MARROW DONOR REGISTRATION, TESTING
TO ATTRACT NATIVE AMERICAN AND OTHER DONORS
MISSOULA The University of Montana is hosting a testing and registration event for potential bone
marrow donors Saturday, April 29, to help increase the chances that Native Americans and others
who contract fatal blood diseases can receive a life-saving transplant.
The National Marrow Donor Program drive, held in conjunction with the Kyi-Yo Pow Wow,
is scheduled from 7 to 10 p.m. in UM’s Harry Adams Field House. The event’s primary goal is to
attract Native American volunteers to the national marrow donor registry, but anyone willing to be
considered as a potential donor is encouraged to sign up, said Reno Charette, project coordinator
for UM’s Health Career Opportunities.
"The need is great among Indian people," said Reno Charette. "We’re the least represented
group on the national registry."
The test involved is quick and painless; two tablespoons of blood are drawn for tissue
testing, Charette said.
Each year more than 16,000 children and adults in the United States are diagnosed with fatal
blood diseases such as leukemia. For many, a bone marrow transplant is the only cure, but that
cure is possible only when a donor with a matching marrow type is available.
The need for minority donors is particularly urgent, since a patient’s best chance of finding
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a matched donor is with someone from the same racial or ethnic background.
Last year’s drive attracted 80 potential donors, including 28 of minority background; this
year organizers hope to add 250 to 300 names to the national registry, Charette said.
Anyone between the ages of 18 and 55, in good general health and not excessively
overweight can become a volunteer marrow donor. After learning about the donation process and
signing a consent form, volunteers give a small blood sample that will be tested for marrow type
and listed on the national registry.
At any given time, the registry is being searched on behalf of more than 2,000 patients,
according to figures from the Inland Northwest Blood Center. The odds of finding an unrelated
donor vary from one in 100 to one in a million, depending on the rarity of the patient’s marrow
type.
The donor-registration drive is a cooperative effort of the National Marrow Donor Program
and the Inland Northwest Blood Center.
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